
Dr. Gottlieb, Director for Admissions, Director for the International Dentist
Program and Director for the Advanced Simulation Laboratory at the School
of Dentistry has been a mentor and role model for women faculty and
students throughout her 13-year academic career. Dr. Gottlieb held different
roles as a full-time faculty member and was able to share her passion for
helping others with patients, colleagues, students, and prospective
applicants. 

Her success in academia was recognized in 2013 when she was promoted to
an Associate Professor. Her professional accomplishments include multiple
leadership roles as well as significant contributions in teaching, scholarship,
and service. 

Dr. Gottlieb received her B.Med.Sc. and D.M.D from The Hadassah School of
Dental Medicine in Jerusalem, Israel. When a senior in dental school, she was one of a handful of
students recruited to work for a start-up company developing advanced simulators that enhance the
learning of psychomotor skills in dentistry. Following graduation, she practiced general dentistry in a
private practice in Jerusalem and held a part-time teaching position at the Faculty of Dentistry. 

With increased training and knowledge of the advanced simulator, Dr. Gottlieb was tasked with
developing a curriculum for the freshman and sophomore dental students, which would allow an
effective use of the simulator. She became an international presenter, instructor and consultant to dental
institutions seeking to implement advanced simulation; has published her simulation-based research;
and was invited to write a book chapter for the comprehensive textbook on healthcare simulation, co-
authored with world-renowned researchers. In 2005, Dr. Gottlieb became the director of the first
advanced simulation laboratory at the VCU School of Dentistry, which hosted all dental classes and
thousands of visitors since. Through this role, Dr. Gottlieb established many mentorship connections
with educators around the world, some of whom were junior faculty members looking for didactic
guidance, and others were deans or lab directors asking about curricular changes and implementation
of a new technology. Dr. Gottlieb has been recruited as a subject matter expert for several private
companies that develop technologies for dentists or other disciplines and was also a board member for
two of those companies. 

With an international background, innate vision, organization skills, and her success as a course and
laboratory director, Dr. Gottlieb was a natural candidate to develop a new program at the School of
Dentistry. In 2009, she was named the Director for the International Dentist Program, a program that
allows foreign trained dentists to practice in the United States. Single handedly, she skillfully crafted a
rigorous admissions process, and a sophisticated curriculum to meet the school and students’ needs. In
addition to the administrative duties and course directorship, much of her role in the forming years of the
program included close mentorship of prospective applicants, students and dealing with complex issues
of all parties adapting to a different cultural, educational and interpersonal dynamic. The program has
grown considerably in the last 6 years and contributed to VCU’s national and international reputation.
Dr. Gottlieb’s accomplishments in this area were recognized in her selection as the Task Force
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Chairperson for the American Dental Education Association Centralized Application for Advanced
Placement of International Dentists; a national leadership position. In 2013, Dr. Gottlieb was named the
Director for Dental Admissions. This role allowed her to increase her interaction and impact on the future
of dentistry on yet another level. 

Dr. Gottlieb has gained considerable post graduation training related to patient care. She completed an
Advanced Education in General Dentistry (AEGD) training, is a Fellow of the Academy of General
Dentistry (AGD), and the International College of Dentists (ICD). She is an active peer reviewer for
scientific dental journals and was elected to serve on a national exam construction committee providing
advanced continuing education material to general dentists. She enjoys direct patient care in the faculty’s
private practice as well as being an attending faculty in the students’ clinics. The students frequently
comment on her professional, patient, and thorough feedback. 

In 2014, Dr. Gottlieb earned an M.S. degree in Clinical and Translational Science at VCU to become the
third recipient of this degree in the history of the University. Her passion for research allowed her to
expand her network and collaborate with VCU’s School of Engineering on multiple projects; for example:
developing software to identify dental caries (cavities) in vivo. 

Her experience is also sought in matters of promotion and work-life balance. Dr. Gottlieb has five young
children and she is able to professionally and gracefully complete her full time position duties while
providing a warm, nurturing family atmosphere. 

Her kindness, strong leadership skills, and sense of purpose make Dr. Gottlieb an excellent role model
and a deserving recipient of the 2015 WISDM Professional Achievement Award. She has positively
impacted the lives of patients, students, faculty, and other health professionals and will likely continue to
do so for many years to come. 
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