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Faculty Excellence Awards

teAching excellence AwArds* 
The Enrique Gerszten, M.D. Faculty Teaching Excellence Award recognizes extraordinary 
accomplishment in all aspects of  education.  This award is the School of  Medicine’s highest recognition for 
teaching.  The award is funded by gifts to the MCV Foundation.  The recipient receives from the endowment 
fund a cash award of  $1,101.40 and $4,405.60 for scholarship and educational development.

The Irby-James Award for Excellence in Clinical Teaching recognizes superior teaching in clinical 
medicine taught in the last two years of  medical school and residency training, and encourages excellence 
in an increasingly complicated and challenging educational environment.  The award is funded by a gift to 
the MCV Foundation.  A cash award from the endowment fund is given to the recipient.  This year’s cash 
award is $3,216.

The Distinguished Mentor Award	 recognizes	 significant	 contributions	 to	 the	 career	 development	 of 	
others, such as mentorship to fellow faculty members, junior faculty, residents, fellows, graduate students, 
post-docs, medical students or other mentoring relationships.  The recipient receives a cash award of  $500 
and $1,000 for scholarship and educational development.

The Educational Innovation/Educational Research Award recognizes an individual faculty member, 
a	group,	or	an	academic	unit	for	a	significant	educational	innovation	or	educational	research.		The	recipient	
receives a cash award of  $500 with an additional $1,000 for scholarship and educational development.

A plaque with each award recipient's name and photo will be displayed in the McGlothlin Medical Education Center.  

leonArd tow humAnism in medicine AwArd Presented by the Arnold P. gold foundAtion

The Humanism in Medicine Awards, initiated by The Arnold P. Gold Foundation, recognize a graduating 
medical student and a faculty member at participating medical schools. The purpose of  the Leonard Tow 
Humanism in Medicine Award is to underscore the value of  humanism in the delivery of  care to patients and 
their families.  The principles of  integrity, excellence, compassion, altruism, respect, empathy and service are 
paramount	qualities	in	the	recipients	of 	this	award.		The	Gold	Foundation	bestows	a	personalized	certificate	
and a $1,000 prize each on a graduating medical student and a faculty member, nominated and selected by 
their	peers.		Additional	information	may	be	found	at	http://www.medschool.vcu.edu/facultyaffairs/career_
dev/awards/humanism.html.		The	medical	student	who	received	this	award	for	2013	was	Rami	Maarouf.		
Her award was presented at Student Honor’s Day in May.

women in science, dentistry, And medicine (wisdm) ProfessionAl Achievement AwArd

The primary purpose of  this annual award is to recognize those women who are a role model and mentor, 
promoting the professional development of  other women faculty, and demonstrate excellence in: 1) success 
as a mentor and role model for women faculty; 2) professional excellence: accomplished in their primary area 
of  practice (clinical, basic sciences, etc.); 3) leadership:  university administrative duties, and other leadership 
roles; 4) Scholarship; 5) teaching expertise.  Additional information about the award and the list of  previous 
recipients	may	be	found	at	http://www.medschool.vcu.edu/wims/wisdm/pro_achieve_award.html
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mcv PhysiciAns distinguished cliniciAn AwArd

Sponsored by the Medical College of  Virginia Physicians (MCVP), this annual award recognizes clinical 
excellence among faculty at the VCU Medical Center. Criteria considered include, but are not limited to, 
the	following	attributes	for	patient	care:	compassion,	clinical	effectiveness,	efficiency,	comprehensiveness,	
availability and responsiveness to patients.  For additional information, contact MCV Physicians. 

vcu/vcuhs leAdershiP in grAduAte medicAl educAtion AwArd

This award recognizes outstanding contributions to medical education by program coordinators, residency 
and fellowship directors. Criteria for selection include: a fully accredited residency program; evidence 
of 	 dedication	 and	 effectiveness	 in	 teaching	 residents/fellows;	 behaviors	 that	 are	 value-based	 and	highly	
principled;	an	exemplary	role	model;	a	program	with	benchmark	features	from	which	the	field	can	learn;	
participation in a national program director’s association.  For additional information, contact the Graduate 
Medical	Education	Office.	

outstAnding dePArtmentAl teAcher AwArd in heAlth sciences educAtion

Honors outstanding teaching in departments with substantial teaching commitments in undergraduate, 
graduate, and professional studies.  Selection is determined by a process developed by each basic sciences 
department.		Each	award	recipient	receives	an	outstanding	teacher	pin,	a	certificate,	and	$100	for	educational	
development.

outstAnding teAcher AwArds in undergrAduAte medicAl educAtion

Best Teacher in the Course and Clerkship Awards recognize a faculty member as the best teacher in each 
course and clerkship in the MI, MII, and MIII years through student and course director evaluations.  Each 
award	recipient	receives	an	outstanding	teacher	pin,	a	certificate,	and	$100	for	educational	development.

Faculty with High Evaluation Awards recognize faculty who have received a ranking of  excellent or higher 
on	student	evaluations.		Each	award	recipient	receives	a	certificate.

*The School of  Medicine Teaching Excellence Awards Program was established in 1999.  Additional information may be found at 
http://www.medschool.vcu.edu/facultyaffairs/career_dev/awards/teachingawards.html.
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Enrique Gerszten, M.D. Faculty Teaching Excellence Award
Clive M. Baumgarten, Ph.D.

Professor, Department of  Physiology and Biophysics

Fidelma B. Rigby, M.D.
Associate Professor, Department of  Obstetrics and Gynecology

Irby-James Award for Excellence in Clinical Teaching

Mary Ann Turner, M.D.
Professor, Department of  Radiology

Distinguished Mentor Award
Aron H. Lichtman, Ph.D.

Professor, Department of  Pharmacology and Toxicology

Educational Innovation Award
Ellen L. Brock, M.D., M.P.H., and Staff of the 

Center for Human Simulation and Patient Safety
Associate Professor, Department of  Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Director, Center for Human Simulation and Patient Safety

Staff: Cheryl Bodamer, R.N., Ph.D.; Ted Carter, M.A.; 
Moshe Feldman, Ph.D.; Mark Hix; Winter Horn;

David Walton, M.S.; Shandra Willis 

Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Award
presented by The Arnold P. Gold Foundation

Susan E. Wolver, M.D.
Assistant Professor, Department of  Internal Medicine

Women in Science, Dentistry, and Medicine Professional Achievement Award
Suzanne E. Barbour, Ph.D.

Professor, Department of  Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
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MCV Physicians Distinguished Clinician Award
Betty Anne Johnson, M.D., Ph.D.
Professor, Department of  Internal Medicine

VCU/VCUHS Leadership in Graduate Medical Education “LGME” Award
Stephen A. Cohen, M.D., M.B.A.

“Program Director Award”
Professor, Department of  Obstetrics and Gynecology

Amber Cox
“Program Coordinator Award”

Education Administrator, Department of  Orthopaedic Surgery



Enrique Gerszten, M.D. Faculty Teaching Excellence Award
Clive M. Baumgarten, Ph.D.

In 2010, Clive Baumgarten, Ph.D., Professor of Physiology and Biophysics, Internal 
Medicine, and Biomedical Engineering, was recognized as a "Heart Hero" by the American 
Heart Association Atlantic Affiliate for dedicating his career to advancing science that saves 
lives.  Today we recognize him for over thirty years of  dedication to helping VCU School 
of Medicine students understand this science.

"The essence of his success has been that he brings the same rigor of thought and careful 
preparation to his teaching that is also the hallmark of his research; he is a clear and 
logical thinker and he realized early on that these are also the underpinnings of the best 
teaching," observes his friend and colleague Linda S. Costanzo, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus 
of Physiology and Biophysics and 1999 Faculty Teaching Excellence Award winner.

"I remember how he could take one of the most difficult subjects, cardiac electrophysiology, 
and make it seem so simple, so logical,"  recalls Susan R. DiGiovanni, M.D., Professor of Medicine and Assistant Dean 
for Pre-clinical Medical Education, who learned physiology from Dr. Baumgarten as an M1 student.   

Current M4 student Alison Setia also recalls Dr. Baumgarten's M1 Physiology class.  "He has an outstanding knowledge 
bank and eagerly answers our multitudes of questions, which he never hesitates to answer or to expand upon."   The 
Class of 2015 Curriculum Representatives Jade Kindley, Stephanie Marshall, and Allison Hastings agree, "Despite his 
many obligations . . . his devotion to his students makes it seem as if he has time for each and every individual in the 
class."

Emily Dilger, Ph.D., recalls Dr. Baumgarten's Ion Channels class, her favorite in her graduate school career, "One of 
the ways in which Dr. Baumgarten was an excellent teacher was that he hardly ever answered a student's question 
directly.  Instead, he would ask the student questions to help guide them towards the answer.  By leading the student 
through his or her questions in this manner, Dr. Baumgarten helped them understand the underlying concepts and 
remember them more easily."

MD-PhD Student Mohammed Mamdani describes rotating through Dr. Baumgarten's laboratory, "I began the rotation 
without much knowledge of electrophysiology and the learning curve was steep.  However, Dr. Baumgarten's 
commitment to teaching and his accessibility throughout the rotation allowed me to learn to patch-clamp primary 
cardiomyocytes with high fidelity, assess their function, and assist the post-doctoral fellow with several experiments."

Gordon Archer, M.D., Professor of Medicine and Microbiology/Immunology, Director of the MD-PhD Program, and 
Senior Associate Dean for Research and Research Training, states, "I don't think that I have encountered a more 
dedicated and committed teacher in all of my many years at the medical school.  Clive just loves to see a student's eyes 
light up when he or she "gets it" and he relishes the opportunity to take them as far as they can go."  Dr. Baumgarten 
also leads the M1 MD-PhD Journal Club and presents yearly at the M2 Science and Disease Seminar for the MD-PhD 
students.

Dr. Baumgarten's influence extends beyond physiology content.  "Dr. Baumgarten has a strong, purposeful sense of 
compassion," states Mohammed Mamdani.  "This approach elicits better, more thoughtful results, whether it's in an 
interview, a classroom, a laboratory, or meeting.  And, as medical students, we learn to hone this sense of compassion 
in order to enhance the experiences and outcomes of our patients."

As Mike Waters, MD-PhD student, summarizes, "I feel that he is deserving of this Faculty Teaching Excellence Award 
because of his refusal to rest on his laurels.  Dr. Baumgarten's effort towards improving his craft is inspiring, and he 
stands as the personification of ideals that our university holds dear."
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Enrique Gerszten, M.D. Faculty Teaching Excellence Award
Fidelma B. Rigby, M.D.

“Best clinical educator that we have had at VCU”
“Wonderful interpersonal and communication skills.”
"Dr Rigby is very dedicated to the well being of her patients; it shows by the way she speaks 
 about them."
“Truly the type of physician-educator that I hope to be one day.”

These are the words of Dr. Fidelma Rigby’s students.  In her roles as Associate Professor of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology (OB-GYN), M3 Clerkship Director, and M2 Women’s Health 
Course Director, and leader of the Mary Baughman medical student society, Dr. Rigby  
demonstrates her exceptional engagement with and commitment to our students every day.  
Dr. Rigby serves as the supervisor for all medical student education within the Department 
of OB-GYN and works with students and residents at multiple levels of training.

“I know no one who works harder to support student teaching or is appreciated by the students more than Dr. Rigby,” 
states colleague Stephen Cohen, M.D., Professor of OB-GYN. “She is dedicated, hardworking, considerate, invested, 
and committed to student education.”

Dr. Rigby sets the bar high and establishes a supportive learning environment. Her creative approaches to teaching 
and mentoring activities result in valuable educational experiences for her students.  She “organized and directed 
multiple workshops that exposed students to suturing, pelvic exams, and cervical checks prior to real-life interactions 
with patients,” recalls former student and current OB-GYN resident Amanda H. Ritter, M.D.  She has designed a new 
Milestone I Curriculum for OB-GYN to assure that new interns are prepared for the first day of their residency training. 

"She seeks out opportunities for teaching and always incorporates the residents and medical students into a patient's 
care," states Rachel K. Love, M.D., an OB-GYN resident and former M3 and M4 student of Dr. Rigby.  "In the middle 
of a busy clinic she will always find the time to make a relevant teaching point about the patient's clinical condition."

Dr. Rigby has co-directed the Careers in Medicine course since 2009, planning and coordinating activities to help 
students set personal and professional goals and prepare to apply to the residency program of their choice.  

Despite her busy clinical and teaching load, Dr. Rigby demonstrates the ability to lead a well-balanced life, constantly 
managing work, community, and family commitments and interests.  Dr. Rigby’s recent election by students to the 
Virginia chapter of AOA, her participation in and graduation from the Association of Professors of Gynecology and 
Obstetrics (APGO) Academic Scholars and Leaders Program, and her numerous teaching awards demonstrate the 
high regard she has earned from students and professional peers.   She is a Faculty Fellow in the Teaching in Medical 
Education (TiME) program and has emerged as a faculty leader in using Just in Time Teaching (JiTT) strategies, 
sharing her experiences to support faculty colleagues.  Her commitment to lifelong learning and development of her 
skills as an educator and leader make her an exceptional role model for the values we are all working to foster in our 
students.

We gratefully recognize Dr. Fidelma Rigby's dedication to excellence in teaching.  Again, in the words of her students:
“Incredibly knowledgeable and dedicated to teaching.”
"Was sensitive to others' beliefs and how that correlates to our care as physicians."
“One of the best attendings VCU has to offer and a privilege to be working with her.”
"Very adept at including everyone, creating an open atmosphere for the healthcare team, and allowing everyone to feel
  as an equal and valued member/peer."
“Dr. Rigby, do you get any sleep?"
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Irby-James Award for Excellence in Clinical Teaching
Mary Ann Turner, M.D.

Since Dr. Mary Ann Turner joined the Department of Radiology faculty in 1975, she has 
taught thousands of medical students, nearly 300 Radiology housestaff, and 37 GI Radiology/
Abdominal Imaging fellows, as well as residents, fellows and faculty across the medical 
center.  In 1977 Dr. Turner co-founded the weekly Multidisciplinary GI Teaching Conference 
and continues to precept this conference in its 36th year.  For 30 years, she has participated 
in the weekly General Surgery conference and the GI Radiology GME elective.   These are 
examples of Dr. Turner's  long-term and significant impact on clinical education at VCU, 
and through her former students and trainees, on the field of diagnostic radiology. 

"Her teaching efforts are by no means limited to the classroom or lecture hall but extend 
to every facet of her practice of medicine, including at the viewbox and more recently 
at the PACS workstation, at the patient's side during the performance of a wide array of 
radiologic procedures, and in a multitude of multidisciplinary conferences attended by not 

only radiology residents but also medical students and surgical, medical, and GI residents/fellows," explains Ann S. 
Fulcher, M.D., Professor and Chair of the Department of Radiology.  

Joe Behl, M.D., Medical Director, Diagnostic Imaging, Rockingham Memorial Hospital and Managing Partner, 
Rockingham Radiologists, fondly recalls training with Dr. Turner, "She is that rare individual who not only is a gifted 
teacher, but also a fount of wisdom as a mentor, and someone who truly cares about all around her."

Malcolm K. Sydnor, M.D. Director, Vascular and Interventional Radiology, VCU, and a former medical student and 
resident of Dr. Turner's agrees. "She is a kind, compassionate, and highly respected professional who has the unusual 
ability of not only teaching advanced practice to residents and fellows but also to expertly teach basic concepts and 
imaging findings to 3rd and 4th year medical students . . . she has an uncanny ability to teach real time in front of a 
patient in such a way that the student's learning is optimized and the patient is appreciative because of it!"

Mark Vaughn, M.D., current president of the Virginia Chapter of the American College of Radiology,  acknowledges 
the influence Dr. Turner has had on his career: "My interactions with Dr. Turner during my fourth year radiology 
clerkship not only helped me decide on diagnostic radiology as a career, but also helped me decide to stay at VCU for 
my residency training in radiology."

 "As a Gastroenterologist, I frequently have gone to her for help in patient care," says  Richard Sterling, M.D., Professor 
of Medicine and Chief of Hepatology, VCU.  "She not only provides me with expert interpretations, but always takes 
the time to teach the students, residents, and fellows on the team."

Recalling her time at VCU, Amy Foxx-Orenstein, D.O., Associate Professor of Medicine, Gastroenterology and 
Hepatology,  Mayo Clinic Scottsdale, explains that Dr. Turner's "depth of understanding of human anatomy, medical 
radiology, clinical presentation, and the vast subtleties of gastrointestinal radiology is legendary.  GI Fellows and 
residents would come away from GI conferences with a rich appreciation for critical thinking, critical questioning, 
analyzing symptoms and images, choosing the right test, and interpreting the results."

Dr. Turner's scholarship, clinical skill, service, and teaching excellence is recognized nationally. In 2011 she received 
the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Society of Gastrointestinal Radiologists.

As Alvin Zfass, M.D., Professor of Internal Medicine, Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition, VCU,  states, 
"Simply stated, Mary Ann Turner has been, and remains, the quintessential teacher of teachers.  The most "listened to" 
voice in all conferences.  I know . . . because I have had the good fortune of being in the audience.  Incomparable."
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Distinguished Mentor Award
Aron H. Lichtman, Ph.D.

Aron Lichtman, Professor of Pharmacology and Toxicology, is a talented scientist, as 
evidenced by his twenty years of NIH funding for not one, but two grants.  His success draws 
graduate students to his laboratories to study, and once there, Dr. Lichtman reveals another of 
his exceptional talents – that of being a mentor.

Dr. Lichtman’s dedication to guiding his students is well-known in the department.  As 
students rotate through different training experiences, they often decide to stick around in 
Dr. Lichtman’s lab.   Students that work with him are recognized for their exceptional work, 
achieving excellent grades and authoring multiple scientific publications.  Dr. Lichtman 
collaborates with an exceptionally high number of VCU faculty colleagues and these 
interactions greatly enhance the training of his postdoctoral fellows and students. He also 
involves his students in his work with internationally acclaimed scientists outside VCU;  this 
provides invaluable career-building connections for his students. One of the most impressive 

aspects of the mentoring record of Dr. Lichtman is the quality of scientists who have taken his students for post-doctoral 
training and positions in industry and academia.

Mindful of the need to develop an early interest in science, he took a lead role for almost a decade in an NIH-funded 
summer program that enabled underrepresented and disadvantaged high school students and their teachers to learn 
about and participate in biomedical research at VCU.

Dr. Lichtman’s former students describe his impact:

“As a naïve graduate student, his ability to communicate his knowledge in a useful manner improved my critical 
thinking skills and broadened my scientific interests,” recalls Laura E. Wise, Ph.D., a former student who is now an 
Assistant Professor, VCU Pharmacology and Toxicology.  “As a faculty member, Dr. Lichtman meets regularly with me 
to review my progress and discuss research projects.  He provides invaluable information, feedback, and opportunities 
for me to develop the skills and knowledge needed for a successful career in research.”

Joel Schlosburg, Ph.D.,  now a Research Associate at The Scripps Research Institute, entered Dr. Lichtman’s lab with 
an engineering background, and “Dr. Lichtman allowed me both the autonomy to improve and expand projects toward 
increased efficiency, while also reigning in my inevitable over-exuberance and maintaining focus on a handful of 
projects.  As a result, we have published a dozen papers together and he assisted in my securing an individual training 
grant from the National Institute on Drug Abuse (F31).”

“Due in large part to the great mentoring that I received from the Department, and in particular from Dr. Lichtman, 
I gained a tenure-track faculty position and now advise my own students,” says Steven G. Kinsey, Ph.D., Assistant 
Professor at West Virginia University Department of Psychology. “I strive to emulate Dr. Lichtman’s excellent 
mentoring, which I still receive as I find my place and seek research funding.”

As Divya Ramesh, Ph.D., Columbia University Department of Psychiatry, describes, “Aron provides dynamic guidance, 
adapting to each mentee’s personality and research style.  He has a unique ability to see inner talent and potential in 
students, and is not wary of taking on students with limited research experience.  His mentoring style allows for students 
to grow into independent researchers, develop their own ideas and scientific thinking, thereby preparing us adequately 
for realities of the competitive research world.” 

Dr. Aron Lichtman has influenced the future of science through his guidance of young scientists into productive research 
careers.  As Lamont Booker, Ph.D., MTOX, Toxicologist at the Center for Excellence in Research, Defense Threat 
Reduction Agency of the US Department of Defense, declares, “For me, dreams I once felt were unattainable, I now 
have achieved due to the encouragement and guidance of Dr. Lichtman.”
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Educational Innovation Award
Ellen L. Brock, M.D., M.P.H., and Staff of the 

Center for Human Simulation and Patient Safety

When Ellen Brock, M.D., M.P.H., Associate Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
became Director of the Center for Human Simulation and Patient Safety in 2008, it was 
tucked away in the former NICU in Main Hospital.  As Dr. Brock led the development of 
Center services and recruited staff, the Center moved to 5400 square feet in North Hospital.  
This spring, just five years since its beginning, the Center moved to its new home in the 
McGlothlin Medical Education Center, with seven staff members and 25,000 square feet of 
state of the art simulation spaces over two floors of the building.

“The Center, at its core, was designed to bring all of the individual programs and departments 
and their simulation projects together for the betterment of the entire institution,” says Mary 
Alice O’Donnell, Ph.D., Associate Dean and Director of Graduate Medical Education 

(GME). “These silos have gradually come together for the common good.  This has been due mainly to the Center’s 
collaborative style and willingness to work towards excellence.”

“As skill deficiencies and opportunities are identified, simulation approaches are developed to address them.  Successful 
approaches become integrated into the regular curriculum,” explains David Chelmow, M.D., Professor and Chairman, 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology.  A simulation designed to improve emergency Cesarean deliveries “greatly 
enhanced our multidisciplinary teamwork and ability to respond to emergencies.”

The Center’s work with the GME “Walk the Walk” simulation experience for 140 new first-year residents each of the 
last four years is an example of the collaborative partnerships the Center has formed to support improved training and 
patient-centered care.  This orientation is designed to assess and reinforce key skills that all residents are expected to 
perform, regardless of specialty, as they begin internship.  

The Center’s development and execution of interdisciplinary training for VCU Medical Center’s code team, including 
physicians, nurses, pharmacists, respiratory therapists, chaplains, and other health care professionals, allowed team 
members to improve interaction in these fast-paced, high-stakes situations.  VCU Medical Center has subsequently 
seen a significant improvement in code survival in calendar year 2013. 

Dr. Brock’s team develops novel uses of simulation to record and map hospital team work processes so that potential 
risks for failure in the system can be identified and avoided through re-engineered practice and communication 
procedures. The resulting improvements enhance the experience and safety of our patients.

“She is a thoughtful, approachable, and certainly innovative educator, who has partnered with colleagues across the 
enterprise to impact the quality of care and the quality of education at VCU Medical Center,”  states L. Dale Dunlow-
Harvey, M.S., R.N., Fellow of Patient Safety, and Director Performance Improvement, VCUHS.

“As the practice and education of health professionals has entered a new era defined by competency and quality, 
simulation-based training has become a dominant modality for education.  Dr. Brock and her team have led or 
supported VCU’s efforts to be on the vanguard of these efforts,” agrees Alan Dow, M.D., M.S.H.A., Macy Faculty 
Scholar, Assistant Vice President of Health Sciences, Assistant Dean of Medical Education and Associate Professor of 
Internal Medicine.

As Ms. Dunlow-Harvey states, “No one embodies principles of innovation, or has executed them more eloquently
. . . Dr. Brock is not constrained by tradition; rather, she seeks unique and innovative approaches, engaging learners 
and colleagues – and taking them on a journey with her.”
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Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Award
Susan E. Wolver, M.D.

Compassionate.  Connected.  Available.  Energetic.  Respectful. Enthusiastic. 
All of these are terms colleagues and students use to describe Susan Wolver, Assistant 
Professor of General Internal Medicine and Primary Care.

Colleague Betty Anne Johnson, M.D. Ph.D., very eloquently describes Dr. Wolver:

“Compassion is a core instinct for Dr. Wolver and defines her as a person.  This instinctive 
sympathy allows her to imagine herself in the place of others, inspiring thoughtful answering 
of the question, ‘How would I feel if I were in the same situation?’  She is consistently Other-
directed and Other-driven, thinking first, ‘How can I help?’ without regard to ‘What will 
it cost me to help?’  As a physician, she goes above and beyond routine patient care.  She 
takes ‘ownership’ of her patients and considers it an honor and privilege to have patients 
entrust their care to her.  She assesses patients not only in regard to their medical needs but 

also wants to make sure that their social situation and environment will support an appropriate treatment plan.  She 
follows up with her sick patients either through the patient portal or by phone.  She is always aware of her hospitalized 
patients and will find a few minutes for a social visit regardless of how frantic her schedule is.  The sense of relief this 
engenders in sick, bewildered and frightened hospitalized patients is enormous . . . just knowing that the physician who 
knows the most about them and who cares about them, is watching over their care.  If she is concerned about the course 
of an illness, she will stay in touch with her patient on the weekend, even if not on call.  When her patients are referred 
to Hospice Care, she still keeps in touch with the patient and their family, which her patients cherish.” 

Dr. Wolver is an outstanding role model as an academic clinician.  The consummate internist, she is always curious, 
always investigating the literature, always careful to deliver the best possible care as a physician.  In 2012, Dr. Wolver 
was the lead author of an article in the Journal of General Internal Medicine highlighting case studies of the newly 
described allergic reaction to meat resulting from lone star tick bites.  Her research targeted primary care physicians 
who might see related cases but be unaware of the allergy. 

Described as a "joyous leader," for two years Dr. Wolver has organized a "Biggest Loser" contest for Ambulatory Care 
Center (ACC) faculty and staff.   In 2013, she organized Team ACC to participate in the Monument 10K as a fundraiser 
for Massey Breast Cancer Research in honor of several co-workers with a new diagnosis of breast cancer.

Dr. Wolver has been recognized by the Department of Internal Medicine with the Faculty Award for Outstanding 
Housestaff in 2006 and the Faculty Award for Distinguished Clinical Care in 2008.  She has been named a Richmond 
“Top Doc” (voted by peers) by Richmond Magazine every year since 2008.   Instead of basking in this recognition, 
each year she has championed a colleague for recognition in the same issue of the magazine. 

Dr. Wolver's faculty and staff colleagues describe her as “unbelievably compassionate,” “energetic beyond belief,” “an 
outstanding patient advocate,” “very giving to patients and staff,” “enthusiastic in ALL she does,” “respectful of peers 
and staff,”  “a perfect Primary Care Physician and an amazing coworker.”  For exemplifying the Tow Award ideals of 
outstanding compassion in the delivery of care, respect for patients, their families, and healthcare colleagues, as well 
as demonstrated clinical excellence, we gratefully recognize Dr. Susan Wolver.
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Women in Science, Dentistry, and Medicine Professional 
Achievement “WISDM” Award

Suzanne E. Barbour, Ph.D.

Suzanne Barbour, Ph.D., certainly qualifies as a “triple threat” faculty member for her talent 
and accomplishments in teaching, service, and research. Moreover, Dr. Barbour has dedicated 
her career to supporting underrepresented students in achieving biomedical sciences careers.   

Dr. Barbour joined the VCU faculty in 1993 after completing her Ph.D. in molecular 
biology and genetics at Johns Hopkins and training as a postdoctoral scholar at UC San 
Diego.   By 1997 she had achieved the rank of Professor of Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology, with affiliate appointments in both Microbiology and Immunology and Biology.  
In recognition of her potential as a leader, Dr. Barbour was accepted into the Hedwig van 
Ameringen Executive Leadership in Academic Medicine (ELAM) Class of 2006-2007.  

Ann Nichols-Casebolt, Ph.D., Associate Vice President for Research Development, VCU, recalls, “My first meeting 
with Suzanne was to discuss her success in securing grants from the National Science Foundation (NSF). It is rare 
for a biomedical scientist to obtain NSF funding, and she was one of the very few faculty in the School of Medicine 
(SOM) who had both NSF and NIH funding for their research.”  Dr. Barbour has disseminated her work through 
over 50 publications, including peer-reviewed journal articles, book chapters, and reviews and has served on 
numerous NIH and NSF review panels. 

“Both Dr. Barbour’s research and teaching serve as an example of interdisciplinary bridging between Departments 
in the SOM, colleagues and academic programs in the School of Dentistry and the Department of Biology in the 
College of Humanities and Sciences,” shares Dr. Jan F. Chlebowski, Professor of Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology and Associate Dean for Graduate Education, VCU SOM.  Dr. Barbour’s teaching has been recognized 
through over a dozen SOM Outstanding Teacher awards, the 2004 SOM Teaching Excellence Award, and the 2005 
VCU Distinguished Teaching Award, the University’s highest honor for teaching.

Remarkably, given her exceptional record of achievement in each of these areas, what colleagues most often 
comment on is Dr. Barbour’s dedication to creating a new generation of scholars that reflects the diversity of the 
“real world.”  “It was her vision that organized the various units in place on the SOM and Monroe Park campuses 
into a powerful driving force for diversity.” recalls Louis J. De Felice, Ph.D., Professor of Physiology and 
Biophysics and Assistant Dean for Graduate Education, SOM.  “This effort, led by Suzanne, culminated in 4 funded 
grants and her appointment as Director of Research Training in the VCU Center on Health Disparities.”  Many 
institutions would be happy to have the grant funding that Dr. Barbour herself has secured as a PI or Co-PI.

As  Dr. Nichols-Casebolt describes, “her mentoring goes well beyond undergraduate students to include high school 
students through postdoctoral scholars . . . she has worked with them in her lab, taken them to research conferences, 
and provided them opportunities to learn the roles and responsibilities of a scientist.”

Francis L Macrina, Ph.D., Edward Myers Professor of Dentistry and Vice President for Research, VCU, explains, 
“She has been a leader in building a federal training grant portfolio that addresses minority access to careers in 
research and research training.” In recognition of her significant contributions to multicultural relations and diversity, 
Dr. Barbour received the 2010 VCU Faculty Presidential Award for Community Multicultural Enrichment (PACME).

“Suzanne Barbour is one of the most collegial, selfless, and energetic faculty I have ever known,” states Dr. Macrina.  
We celebrate Dr. Suzanne Barbour’s accomplishments and her dedication to increasing diversity in biomedical sciences 
leadership and research.

Faculty Excellence Awards



MCV Physicians Distinguished Clinician Award
Betty Anne Johnson, M.D., Ph.D.

When you think of VCU Health System you might first picture an intensive care unit, or 
transplant center, or busy emergency room - but every day, VCUHS improves the lives of 
many of our fellow citizens through primary care.  Betty Anne Johnson, M.D., Ph.D., the 
2013 MCVP Distinguished Clinician awardee, has built an outstanding academic medicine 
career through her commitment to delivering high-quality, patient-centered care over her 
nearly 30 years of service in the Division of General Internal Medicine.

Dr. Johnson was selected for the Hedwig van Ameringen Fellowship in Executive Leadership 
in Academic Medicine (ELAM) program for 2003-2004.  Her leadership abilities have 
allowed her to serve in many key roles during this time, including Director of Student 
Health, Vice-Chair, Interim Chair, and Chair of her division, Interim Program Director of 
the Internal Medicine residency program, and Director of the Hospitalist Program.   

Holding an M.D. from Harvard University and a Ph.D. in Microbiology from the University of Iowa, Dr. Johnson has 
demonstrated her skill and commitment to clinical research by serving as PI and co-PI on numerous funded projects.  
Dr. Johnson's love of teaching is evident in her day-to-day interactions.  Dr. Bennett Lee, M.D., M.P.H., F.A.C.P., 
observes, "She is the clinician that the rest of us in Primary Care go to when we have a clinical problem.  Her breadth 
of knowledge is vast and she is constantly applying evidence based medicine to her patient care and keeps the rest of 
us up to date with the latest developments in diagnostic strategies, therapeutic options, and in preventive medicine 
guidelines."

Dr. Johnson's contributions to teaching include collaborating with others to create significant curricula in young adult 
women's health and in pain management.  The women's health resources Dr. Johnson has developed support our 
residents in providing comprehensive and patient-centered primary care for young women, and constitute a significant 
portion of the Women's Health Handbook for the VCU Internal Medicine Training program.  In 2007, Dr. Johnson 
was part of the team that developed a web-based resource for health professionals and trainees on the assessment and 
management of chronic non-malignant pain in the outpatient setting.  The developing team received the School of 
Medicine Teaching Excellence Educational Innovation Award and the School of Medicine and the Virginia Department 
of Health Professions collaborated to make this educational resource available to all health professionals in Virginia.

Directing health care services for tens of thousands of students is a daunting responsibility, but as usual, Dr. Johnson 
advanced her field of practice despite the daily demands of this work.  During her tenure as Director of Student Health 
at VCU from 1987-2004, Dr. Johnson contributed significantly to the field of college health through her clinical 
research efforts in developing improved protocols for screening for sexually transmitted diseases and TB.  As a result 
of her leadership, VCU Student Health Services became a nationally recognized provider of primary care for student 
populations in health promotion and disease prevention. 

Dr. Johnson has been recognized five times as a Richmond Top Doc and is recognized here at VCU Health System 
as a role model for the many students, residents, and multidisciplinary colleagues with whom she works with such 
enthusiasm and at such a high level of excellence each day.
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VCU/VCUHS Leadership in Graduate Medical 
Education “LGME” Award

Stephen A. Cohen, M.D., M.B.A.
“Program Director Award”

When describing Dr. Stephen Cohen, David Chelmow, M.D., Leo J. Dunn Distinguished 
Professor and Chairman of the Department of OB-GYN observes, “I suspect a generation of 
graduates thinks immediately back to what he has taught them every time they are doing a 
difficult surgery or delivery.”  His trainees confirm this suspicion.   “As a physician in 
private practice, hardly a day passes that I do not reflect on some aspect of his mentoring and 
approach to OB-GYN.” declares Dr. Sandra Hall, a former VCUHS resident now working 
for Wilmington (NC) Health OB-GYN.   After providing outstanding long term leadership 
as Residency Program Director from 1998-2009, and serving as Chair of the GME Council 
from 2010-2013, he continues to support and advance the education of our residents.

Dr. Cohen’s sense of service and willingness to apply his valuable insights and experience 
have led to his role as a valued leader for the VCU Health System and School of Medicine.  
He has had a unique impact on the continuum of medical education at VCU, having served 

as Chair of both the undergraduate medical education Curriculum Council and the graduate medical education GME  
Committee.  As a founding member of the Medical Staff Oversight Committee, he helped develop the process for 
Focused and Ongoing Professional Performance Evaluation (FPPE and OPPE) in OB-GYN and at VCUHS.  His work 
“will contribute to ensuring the highest quality and safest care is delivered to patients,” states Jeffrey A. Green, M.D., 
Vice-Chair, VCU Department of Anesthesiology and Boyan-Keenan Professor of Anesthesia Safety and Director of 
Cardiothoracic Anesthesiology.  

Recognized as an exceptionally skilled surgeon with an empathic bedside manner, Dr. Cohen has trained residents at 
VCU for over thirty years.  Among his considerable talents, his influence as a mentor and teacher may be foremost.  “His 
ability to make learning fun and to engender self confidence in others is really unsurpassed in my experience.” reflects 
former trainee Ellen Brock, M.D., Associate Professor, OB-GYN and Director, VCU Center for Human Simulation 
and Patient Safety.  Adds colleague and former Chair and Program Director, Leo J. Dunn, M.D. M.S.H.A., “In addition 
to his professional knowledge and skills he has a demeanor of inner personal confidence and optimism that he readily 
transfers to others, particularly at difficult times.  No one has been more committed to the success of our residents.”

 “He somehow manages to develop our strengths and nudge us along to become the best we can be, both personally and 
professionally.” recalls former trainee Dr. Nicole Karjane, now Associate Professor and Residency Program Director, 
VCU OB-GYN.  “He is always up to date on the literature, pushes residents to use evidence-based medicine in their 
care of patients, and encourages participation in quality improvement activities.”

Dr. Cohen has received many outstanding teacher awards for his teaching across the medical center and beyond.  He 
received national recognition in 2011 when he was awarded the American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
Council on Resident Education in Obstetrics and Gynecology Faculty Award for Excellence in Resident Education.  

Dr. Cohen’s leadership roles and his day to day teaching interactions have shaped the skills of hundreds of OB-GYN 
practitioners and, in turn, the care they provide to their patients. “He is the physician, teacher, and leader we all 
desire to be.” states former trainee Dr. Catherine Matthews, now Division Chief of Urogynecology and Reconstructive 
Surgery, UNC-Chapel Hill.     

Dr. Karjane speaks for us all when she says, “I don’t think he has any idea of the profound impact he has had on all of 
the residents who trained under his leadership – we will be forever grateful!”
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VCU/VCUHS Leadership in Graduate Medical 
Education “LGME” Award

Amber Cox
“Program Coordinator Award”

For ten years, as Education Administrator for the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Ms. 
Amber Cox has supported the administrative and academic aspects of the Orthopaedic 
Surgery residency program, maintained the departmental library, and handled personnel 
matters for the residents.  She is also responsible for supporting two fellowship programs, 
coordinating the interview process for residency applicants, maintenance of records for 
accreditation, planning special events, and responding to the day to day needs of up to 27 
residents each year.  And, Ms. Cox does all of this extremely well.

"I feel strongly that I have the best Program Coordinator in the world," declares Wilhelm A. 
Zuelzer, M.D., Co-Program Director, Professor and Vice-Chair, Department of Orthopaedics.  
"She is organized second to none. Please feel free to review her file systems and her office."   
Ms. Cox is also known for her personable and approachable demeanor as she supports busy 

residents and faculty.  Her knowledge and experience are valued by program residents and faculty.

During Ms. Cox's tenure as Program Coordinator there have been ACGME site visits for three programs, the Orthopaedic 
Surgery Residency Program and the Orthopaedic Adult Reconstruction and Trauma Fellowship Programs.  Each 
program received full accreditation, no citations, and only commendations, due in large part to her careful preparation 
of documentation and meticulous record keeping.  

Ms. Cox is well known at the Orthopaedic Resident Review Committee for her exceptional preparation and organization 
for internal program reviews.  Dr. Robert S. Adelaar, Professor and Chairman, Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, 
states that Ms. Cox has "grown with her experience and with her intellect to be one of the well-respected resident 
coordinators in the VCU Health System.  She makes my job easier."

"Simply put, the residency could not run without her." declares Gregory F. Domson, M.D., Assistant Professor and 
Associate Program Director for Orthopaedic Surgery.  "Amber is experienced, dedicated and reliable.  She is always 
up to date and regularly attends (national) coordinator meetings to stay abreast of new developments."

While managing the demands of supporting the residency program day to day, Ms. Cox takes the initiative to find new 
resources and offer suggestions for improving the residency program and interview process.   Residency applicants 
rate their VCUHS interview experience very highly thanks to Ms. Cox's organization and application of her experience 
to planning the interview process.

Ms. Cox further demonstrated her dedication to her profession by taking coursework to achieve certification as a 
training administrator of graduate medical education, a certification that she has held since 2009.  She has served 
as a Steering Committee member of the Association of Residency Coordinators in Orthopaedic Surgery, a national 
professional organization for program coordinators of orthopaedic surgery residencies and fellowships.  Ms. Cox has 
been a member of E.A.S.E. (Education, Administration, Scholarship, Evaluation) since 2005.  She regularly attends 
professional development conferences to further her knowledge and skills.

In the words of Dr. Zuelzer, "What a partner."  We recognize Ms. Amber Cox for her ten years of outstanding service 
supporting Orthopaedic Surgery education.
 



Outstanding Departmental Teacher Award in 
Health Sciences Education

Richard Krieg, Ph.D.
Department of  Anatomy and Neurobiology

Zendra Zehner, Ph.D.
Department of  Biochemistry and Molecular Biology

Yongyun Shin, Ph.D.
Department of  Biostatistics

Colleen Jackson-Cook, Ph.D.
Department of  Human and Molecular Genetics

Jason Carlyon, Ph.D.
Department of  Microbiology and Immunology

Hamid Akbarali, Ph.D.
Department of  Pharmacology and Toxicology

Louis J. De Felice, Ph.D.
Department of  Physiology and Biophysics

Kellie Carlyle, Ph.D.
Department of  Social and Behavioral Health

Selection of  the outstanding departmental teacher is determined by a process developed by each basic sciences department.
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Outstanding Teacher Awards in 
Undergraduate Medical Education

Best Teacher in the Course and Clerkship Awards

M-I Courses

Jeff Dupree, Ph.D. Gross and Developmental Anatomy Course
John Bigbee, Ph.D. Histology Course
Virginia Pallante, M.S., CGC Human Genetics Course
Suzanne Barbour, Ph.D. Medical Biochemistry Course
Raymond Colello, D.Phil. Neurosciences Course
Linda Costanzo, Ph.D. Physiology Course
Saba Masho, M.D., Ph.D. Population Medicine Course

M-II Courses

Kenneth Kendler, M.D. Behavioral Sciences Course
Kevin Sumption, M.D. Cardiovascular Course
David Gardner, M.D. Endocrine Course
Richard Sterling, M.D. Gastrointestinal Course
Susan Roseff, M.D. Hematology/Oncology Course
Kimberly Jefferson, Ph.D. Microbiology Course
Beth Rubinstein, M.D. Musculoskeletal Course Course
Christine Fuller, M.D. Nervous System Course
Kimberly Sanford, M.D. Pathogenesis Course
Edward Ishac, Ph.D. Pharmacology Course
Susan DiGiovanni, M.D. Renal Course
H. Davis Massey, D.D.S., M.D., Ph.D. Renal Course
Margaret Grimes, M.D. Respiratory Course
Fidelma Rigby, M.D. Women's Health Course

M-I and M-II Courses

Sarah Scott Breeden, M.D. Foundations of Clinical Medicine Course-FM Preceptor
Brandon Wills, M.D. Foundations of Clinical Medicine Course-IM Preceptor
Chris Hagan, M.D. Foundations of Clinical Medicine Course-M1 Small Group Leader
Aimee Collins, M.D. Foundations of Clinical Medicine Course-M2 Small Group Leader
Annmarie Tull, M.D. Foundations of Clinical Medicine Course-Pediatrics Preceptor
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Outstanding Teacher Awards in 
Undergraduate Medical Education

Best Teacher in the Course and Clerkship Awards

M-III Clerkships

Sarah Bradford, M.D. Family Medicine Clerkship
Georgia McIntosh, M.D. Medicine Clerkship
Vera Genina, M.D. Medicine Clerkship
Samuel Taylor, M.D. Neurology Clerkship
John Pierce, M.D. Obstetrics/Gynecology Clerkship
Clifton Lee, M.D. Pediatrics Clerkship
Sherif Meguid, M.D. Psychiatry Clerkship
Andrew Young, M.D. Surgery Clerkship
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Outstanding Teacher Awards in 
Undergraduate Medical Education

Faculty with High Evaluation Awards

M-I Courses

Neil Sonenklar, M.D. Behavioral Sciences Course
Melissa McGinn, Ph.D. Gross and Developmental Anatomy Course
M. Alex Meredith, Ph.D. Gross and Developmental Anatomy Course
Randall Merchant, Ph.D. Histology
Colleen Jackson-Cook, Ph.D. Human Genetics Course
Ronald Smeltz, Ph.D. Immunology Course
Tomasz Kordula, Ph.D. Medical Biochemistry Course
Carmen Sato-Bigbee, Ph.D. Medical Biochemistry Course
Kathryn Holloway, M.D. Neurosciences Course
Kimberle Jacobs, Ph.D. Neurosciences Course
Clive Baumgarten, Ph.D. Physiology Course
Gonzalo Bearman, M.D. Population Medicine
Michael Edmond, M.D., M.H.A., M.P.A. Population Medicine

M-II Courses

Michael Weaver, M.D. Behavioral Sciences Course
Edmund (Trey) Wickham, M.D. Endocrine Course
Stephanie Goldberg, M.D. Gastrointestinal Course
David Williams, M.D., Ph.D. Hematology/Oncology Course
Gonzalo Bearman, M.D., M.P.H. Microbiology Course
Richard Marconi, Ph.D. Microbiology Course
Julia Nunley, M.D. Musculoskeletal Course
Lenore Joseph, M.D. Nervous System Course
Elizabeth Waterhouse, M.D. Nervous System Course
Richard McPherson, M.D. Pathogenesis Course
Sandra Welch, Ph.D. Pharmacology Course
Todd Gehr, M.D. Renal Course
Joel Schmidt, M.D. Respiratory Course
Christine Isaacs, M.D. Women's Health Course
Susan Lanni, M.D. Women's Health Course
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Outstanding Teacher Awards in 
Undergraduate Medical Education

Faculty with High Evaluation Awards

M-III Clerkships

St. Francis Family Medicine Residency Family Medicine Clerkship
Diane Biskobing, M.D. Medicine Clerkship
Christina Chen, M.D. Medicine Clerkship
Xinli Du, M.D. Neurology Clerkship
Scott Vota, D.O. Neurology Clerkship
Stephen Cohen, M.D. Obstetrics/Gynecology Clerkship
Fidelma Rigby, M.D. Obstetrics/Gynecology Clerkship
Madhu Gowda, M.D. Pediatrics Clerkship
Edward Johnson, M.D. Pediatrics Clerkship
Navita Kumar, M.D. Pediatrics Clerkship
Linda Meloy, M.D. Pediatrics Clerkship
Louis Duchin, M.D. Psychiatry Clerkship
Christopher Kogut, M.D. Psychiatry Clerkship
James Levenson, M.D. Psychiatry Clerkship
Huan Vu, M.D. Surgery Clerkship



2013 Teaching Excellence Awards Nominees

Hamid Akbarali, Ph.D., Pharmacology and Toxicology 

John Christian Barrett, M.D., Internal Medicine

Kellie Carlyle, Ph.D., Social and Behavioral Health

Jennifer Elston-Lafata, Ph.D., Social and Behavioral Health

Aaron Fox, M.D., Internal Medicine

 Clifton Lee, M.D., Pediatrics

Diomedes Logothetis, Ph.D., Physiology and Biophysics

Laurie Lyckholm, M.D., Internal Medicine

Donna McClish, Ph.D., Biostatistics

Elizabeth (Betsy) Ripley, M.D., Internal Medicine

Keyhill Sheorn, M.D., Psychiatry

Congratulations to our Nominees!

###

Special Thanks

Office of  Faculty Affairs
Kathy Kreutzer, Writer

VCU Creative Services
Allen Jones

Curriculum Office
Lelia Brinegar

Dean’s Office
Ruth McIntosh-Brandt, Ann-marie Taranto

Student Affairs
Janet Mundie

###
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Previous Teaching Award Winners

Faculty Excellence Awards

enrique gerszten, m.d. fAculty 
teAching excellence AwArd

educAtionAl innovAtion/educAtionAl 
reseArch AwArd

Linda S. Costanzo, Ph.D., 1999 Joann N. Bodurtha, M.D., M.P.H., 1999
James L. Levenson, M.D., 2000 Michelle Whitehurst-Cook, M.D., and Rita Willett, M.D., 1999
R. Paul Fairman, M.D., 2001 Carol L. Hampton, M.M.S., 2000
Isaac Keith Wood, M.D., 2002 Alice S. “Dolly” Pakurar, Ph.D., 2001
Robert L. Balster, Ph.D., 2003 Thomas M. Kerkering, M.D., 2002
Richard M. Costanzo, Ph.D., 2003 Charles O. Frazier, M.D., 2003
Suzanne E. Barbour, Ph.D., 2004 Edward J.N. Ishac, Ph.D., 2004
Robert F. Diegelmann, Ph.D., 2005 J. Dennis Hoban, Ed.D., 2005
David F. Gardner, M.D., 2006 Isaac K. Wood, M.D., 2006
Edward J.N. Ishac, Ph.D., 2006 Leanne M. Yanni, M.D., and Team, 2007
Leslie S. Satin, Ph.D., 2007 Alan Dow, M.D., M.S.H.A., and Team, 2008
Enrique Gerszten, M.D., 2008 Curtis N. Sessler, M.D., and Team, 2008
Tomasz Kordula, Ph.D., 2009 Thomas Palliative Care Program,VCU Massey Cancer Center, 2009
Raphael J. Witorsch, Ph.D., 2009 Molecular Diagnostics Practicum Academic Unit, 2010
Alan Dow, M.D., M.S.H.A., 2010
Craig E. Cheifetz, M.D., 2011
Margaret M. Grimes, M.D., M.Ed., 2012

Pawan Suri, M.D., 2011
Lelia E. Brinegar, M.Ed., and Christopher M. Woleben, M.D., 2012

irby-JAmes AwArd for excellence in 
clinicAl teAching

distinguished mentor AwArd

John Bigbee, Ph.D., 1999
David R. Salter, M.D., 1999 W. Hans Carter, Jr., Ph.D., 2000
Joel A. Blum, M.D., 2000 Suzanne R. Lavoie, M.D., 2000
Cesar I. Kanamori, M.D., 2001 Daniel H. Conrad, Ph.D., 2001
Robert K. Schneider, M.D., 2003 Mary D. Nettleman, M.D., M.S., 2001
Robert A. Adler, M.D., 2004 Cynthia M. Heldberg, Ph.D., 2002
Alpha (Berry) A. Fowler, III, M.D., 2005 Sandra P. Welch, Ph.D., 2002
Brian J. Kaplan, M.D., 2006 Deborah L. Haller, Ph.D., 2003
Stephanie A. Call, M.D., M.S.P.H., 2007 George R. Leichnetz, Ph.D., 2004
John G. Pierce, Jr., M.D., 2008 Roland N. Pittman, Ph.D., 2005
Douglas S. Franzen, M.D., M.Ed., 2009 David X. Cifu, M.D., 2005
Barry V. Kirkpatrick, M.D., 2010 Chris Gennings, Ph.D., 2006
Frank A. Fulco, M.D., 2011 John E. Nestler, M.D., 2006
Marjolein de Wit, M.D., M.S., 2012 James M. Messmer, M.D., M.Ed., 2007

John N. Clore, M.D., 2008
Clive M. Baumgarten, Ph.D., 2009
Richard G. Moran, Ph.D., 2009
Richard M. Costanzo, Ph.D., 2010
Paul H. Ratz, Ph.D., 2010
Daniel H. Conrad, Ph.D., 2011
Louis J. De Felice, Ph.D., M.S., 2012
Therèse M. Duane, M.D., 2012



2013 Awards Selection Committees
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Faculty Teaching Excellence Awards
Craig Cheifetz, M.D., Internal Medicine, Inova Campus
Shideh Chinichian, Curriculum Representative, Class of  2014
Cynthia Cornelissen, Ph.D., Microbiology and Immunology
Alan Dow, M.D., Internal Medicine
Bella Gabice, M.D., Chief  Resident, Anesthesiology
Margaret Grimes, M.D., M.Ed., Pathology
Kathy	Kreutzer,	M.Ed.,	Office	of 	Faculty	Affairs,	Chair	(non-voting)	
Alex Meredith, Ph.D., Anatomy and Neurobiology
Fidelma Rigby, M.D., Obstetrics & Gynecology
Susan Roseff-Dickerson, M.D., Pathology
Jennifer St. Clair Russell, Ph.D. Student, Social and Behavioral Health
Alison Setia, Curriculum Representative, Class of  2014
Debbie Stewart, B.I.S., Program Coordinator (non-voting)

Outstanding Teacher Awards in Undergraduate Medical Education
M-I Awards 

Lelia Brinegar, M.Ed., Curriculum
Susan DiGiovanni, M.D., Curriculum
Judah Gruen, M-I Curriculum Representative
Edward Ishac, Ph.D., Pharmacology
Brent Turner, M-I Curriculum Representative
Kathleen Waybill, M-I Curriculum Representative
Isaac Wood, M.D., Curriculum

M-II Awards 
John Bigbee, Ph.D., Histology
Lelia Brinegar, M.Ed., Curriculum
Susan DiGiovanni, M.D., Curriculum
Allison Hastings, M-I I Curriculum Representative
K. Jade Kindley, M-II Curriculum Representative
Stephanie Marshall, M-II Curriculum Representative
Isaac Wood, M.D., Curriculum

M-III Awards 
Lelia Brinegar, M.Ed., Curriculum
Clerkship Committee, Psychiatry
Clerkship Committee, Surgery
Clerkship Committee, Family Practice
Clerkship Committee, Neurology
Clerkship Committee¸ Internal Medicine
Clerkship	Committee,	Obstetrics/Gynecology
Clerkship Committee, Pediatrics
Isaac Wood, M.D., Curriculum

VCU/VCUHS Leadership in Graduate Medical Education Award
Ralph “Ron” Clark, M.D., VCU Health System
Stephen	Cohen,	M.D.,	Obstetrics/Gynecology,	SOM
Lenore Joseph, M.D., Veterans Affairs Medical Center
Mary Alice O’Donnell, Ph.D., Graduate Medical Education
Margaret	Vandermark,	Dean’s	Office,	School	of 	Medicine



2013 Faculty Excellence Awards Program

The Office of Faculty Affairs hope you 
enjoyed the program.  Thank you for 

coming.  See you next year!

Your ticket for lunch is below.

Tear along the line and present ticket to caterer to receive lunch.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This is your ticket for lunch on the Plaza.  

Enjoy!

Faculty Excellence Awards


