
In initial discussions to select this year’s School of Dentistry awardee,

the recipient’s name was not even brought to the table.  This oversight

was not because her merit was unrecognized.  In fact, it was quite the

opposite.  She was such a perfect fit for this award that everyone

thought she had already won it!  So today, I am pleased to present Dr.

Sharon Lanning with this long overdue award. 

To borrow phrases from her nomination letters, Dr. Lanning is

“dedicated to education”, exhibits an “outstanding work ethic” that “all

faculty admire”, possesses “talents in many fields”, and has “a

leadership quality that is encouraging to women in her profession”.

In a relatively short, yet highly productive, academic career

encompassing two universities, VCU and the University of Michigan,

Sharon has developed a very impressive CV.  Faculty with twice her

career length would be envious of all that she has achieved.    

Teaching
She has directed numerous courses in Periodontics at the predoctoral level, has guest lectured in many

other dental and dental hygiene courses on a variety of topic areas, and has taught in courses within the

graduate Periodontics residency and masters program.  In the classroom, she is a consummate

professional.  An avid reader of educational literature, Sharon constantly strives to improve and fine tune

her instructional approaches to maximize student learning.  Where Sharon sees a learning need, she

makes it her goal to fulfill it.  This may mean finding an expert to take it on or enhancing her own

knowledge base and skill set to teach it herself, as she has done with communication skills.  Her

commitment to excellence in teaching has been recognized with numerous awards.  While recognition

by her colleagues is an honor, most meaningful to Dr. Lanning is the Instructor of the Year award given

to her by the students at the University of Michigan.  It represents what her efforts mean to her target

audience, her students.   

Scholarship
Sharon is well published in peer reviewed journals.  Her published areas of study include, but are not

limited to, periodontal disease, communication skills, simulated patients, and curricular assessment.

Sharon has also presented her work in both poster and workshop format at the local, state, and national

level many times.  In 2005, she was awarded a Program to Stimulate Innovation in Dental Education

grant from the American Dental Association Foundation which provided funding to support the

development of a peer teaching program to enhance instruction on communication skills.   

Service
Sharon has assumed a significant leadership role within both this school and her profession at large.

She was appointed Chair of the Curriculum Committee in 2010 and since that time has transformed a

historically reactionary committee into a proactive, visionary group with a school-wide leadership role.  
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Sharon also shares her time and talents as a faculty mentor within the CTE mentor program.  To date,

two new faculty have been fortunate to learn, grow, and develop with Sharon in an official capacity and

many others have and continue to do so in an informal manner.  Beginning in 2004, Sharon was an

officer of the Virginia Society of Periodontists, culminating with her service as President in 2007-08.

Sharon’s academic career spans a little over a decade and she has already accomplished so much of

which to be proud.  I cannot even begin to imagine what achievements the next decade will bring.  Dr.

Lanning is a woman whose career is certainly on a strong upward trajectory.  Those of us who are

fortunate to work with her every day know that she will achieve any goal that she sets for herself. 

Perhaps, most importantly though, Sharon is also a wife and mother to two young children.  Despite a

myriad of professional demands, she makes time to be an actively involved mom in their school and

daily lives.  Her ability to balance a significant career and rewarding family life is inspiring and motivating

to other female academicians.         


